TRANSPORTATION CODE
TITLE 6. ROADWAYS
SUBTITLE C. COUNTY ROADS AND BRIDGES
CHAPTER 251. GENERAL COUNTY AUTHORITY RELATING TO ROADS AND BRIDGES
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISTONS

Sec. 251.001. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter as applied to a public

road:
(1} "Abandon"™ means to relinquish the public's right of way in

and use of the road.
(2} "Discontinue" means to discontinue the maintenance of the

road.
(3) "Vacate" means to terminate the existence of the road by

direct action of the commissioners court of a county.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 251.002. PUBLIC ROADS. A public road or highway that has been
laid out and established according to law and that has not been

discontinued is a public rocad.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 251.003. CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ROADS. (a) The
commissioners court of a county may:
(1) make and enforce all necessary rules and orders for the

construction and maintenance of public roads;
(2) hire the labor and purchase the machinery and equipment
needed to construct and maintain public roads; and
(3) use any necessary material most convenient to build, repair,
or maintain public roads, regardless of the location or extent of the
material.
{(b) The court may enter any necessary order for the use of inmates of

the county jails to work on the county roads or to build bridges.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1885.



. Sec. 251.004. COMMISSIONERS AS ROAD SUPERVISORS. (a) The county
commissioners are the supervisors of the public roads in a county unless
the county adopts an optional system of administering the county roads
under Chapter 252.

(b) A county commissioner serving as a road supervisor shall
supervise the public roads in the commissioner's precinct at least once

each month.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 251.005. COMMISSIONER'S ROAD REPORT. (a) A county commissioner
serving as a road supervisor shall make a sworn annual report during the
ninth month of the county fiscal year on a form approved by the
commissioners court showing:

(1) the condition of each road or part of a road and of each
culvert and bridge in the commissioner's precinct;

(2) the amount of money reasonably necessary for maintenance of
the roads in the precinct during the next county fiscal year;

(3) the number of traffic contrcl devices in the precinct defaced
or torn down;

(4) any new road that should be opened in the precinct; and

(5) any bridges, culverts, or other improvements necessary to
place the roads in the precinct in good condition, and the probable cost of
the improvements.

(b} The report shall be entered in the minutes of the commissioners
court to be considered in improving public roads and determining the amount
of taxes imposed for public roads.

(c) The report shall be submitted, together with each contract made
by the court since its last report for any work on any road, to the grand
jury at the first term of the district court occurring after the report is

made to the commissioners court.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended by Acts
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 621, Sec. 1, eff. June 11, 1997; Acts 1997, 75th
Leg., ech. 817, Bec. 1l, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 251.006. OBTAINING MATERIAL FOR PUBLIC ROADS. (a) The
commissioners court of a county may condemn material necessary to
construct, repair, or maintain public roads if the owner of the material

rejects the price that the court determines to be a fair price.



3 (b} The commissioners court shall appoint commissioners to condemn
‘the material. A condemnation commissioner is entitled to a fee of $2 for
each day of service. The fee shall be paid on order of the commissioners
court from the same fund from which payment for the materials is made.

(¢) The condemnation commissioners shall hold a hearing to set a fair
and reasonable value for the material according to the current method for
pricing or valuing the material. The compensation awarded by the
condemnation commissioners for the material shall be paid to the owner of
the material or deposited with the county treasurer to the owner's credit.
When the payment or deposit is made, the county has the right to enter on
and use the material.

(d) If the owner of the material or the county is not satisfied with
the compensation awarded, the owner or county may appeal the award in the
manner provided for appeal of a condemnation case.

(e} Payment for material needed for the general system of county
roads shall be made from the county road and bridge fund or from the
proceeds of any county bond issue. Payment for material to be used for the
benefit of a defined district or political subdivision of the county shall
be made from the district or subdivision's funds derived from the sale of

bonds or the collection of special taxes.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995,



